Introduction/Purpose: Sural nerve related symptoms following the extensile lateral approach to the calcaneus (ELA) are a known postoperative complication despite awareness of the course the sural nerve. While the main trunk of the sural nerve and its location relative to the ELA have been previously described, the nerve gives rise to lateral calcaneal branches (LCBs) that may be at risk of injury. The relation of the LCBs to the ELA has not been previously reported in the literature. The purpose of this study was to describe the course of the sural nerve and its LCBs in relation to the ELA.
